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F r o m  C a b i n  t o  M a n s i o n  i n  2  
D e c a d e s  

This story is an excerpt from 
 Fort Collins Yesterdays 

Arthur cabin south of Timnath used 
in early 1860s still standing in 

1975. 

“A gues t who canno t and 
does no t en joy h imse l f o r 
herse l f  a t the i r beau t i fu l 

home is  
incapab le o f exper ienc ing 
the p leasures o f good 

cheer and genu ine hosp i-
ta l i t y . ” 
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Publication: Fort Collins Weekly 
Courier (Fort Collins, Larimer 
County);  
Date: September 30, 1903 
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Publication: Fort Collins Courier  
(Fort Collins, Larimer County); 

Date: Mar 14, 1919;  
Section: Front page; Page: 1 
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This article originally  
appeared in the Fort 

Collins Coloradoan on  
December 2, 1963 as 
part of the Pioneer 
Album P i o n e e r  A l b u m :  

J a m e s  B .  A r t h u r  

James B. Arthur 

Mary Arthur 
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Excerpts from  
Ted Gatteau’s documentation of 

the Arthur House for the 
 Midtown Historic District 



19 

A Listing of the  
Sigma Chi Fraternity,  

Silver Spruce 
 Magazine, 1925 
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This article 
originally ap-

peared in 
the 
 Colora-
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December 

16, 1978 
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This article originally appeared in the Fort Collins Review  on December 16, 1981  

by Wayne Sundberg for The Review, December 16, 1981 

and Long’s Peak on one hand, 
and a comprehensive view of 
the Poudre and its verdant 
fields on the other.”  It is often 
difficult for the present vision 
of so many houses and trees 
to be erased to give us a view 
of that early, sparsely settled 
community with its seemingly 
endless views in all directions.  
“Desolate views,” some East-
erners may have said! 

The editor of the Courier, Ansel 
Watrous, toured the home 
before writing the March 1 
story.  Arthur and Henry Meyer, 
“a Denver frescoist, who did 
the interior finishing,” conduct-
ed the tour.  Watrous noted 
that the beautiful “Queen 
Anne” style of “architectural 
art” presented many outstand-
ing features. 

He wrote, “The hall windows 
are frosted glass, embellished 
with a smooth, sunken flower 
design;  ...a tier of three win-
dows, the upper half of each 
being of variegated stained 
glass” lighted the stairway to 
the second floor, and there 
were several other unique fea-
tures. 

The craft work throughout the house is 
obvious even today, though some fea-
tures like the two fireplaces, which 
each had “a magnificent mantel of 
Tennessee marble, faced with tile,” are 
gone. 

The large house served Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur, who had no children, as the 
focal point of their rich social life.  Both 
were active in the St. Luke’s Episcopal 
congregation, and he served as mayor 
of Fort Collins in the 1890s.  The interi-
or design of the home fit their needs 
very well.  Many church activities were 
held at the Arthur’s home. 

As one entered the home, he was 
struck by the beautiful, well-lighted 

In the 300 block of East Mul-
berry Street stands a stately, 
old three-story red brick 
home. Built in 1882 as a resi-
dence for James and Mary 
Arthur, the structure is being 
given a new role in its varied 
history. 

Its doors will open to the pub-
lic this week as “L’Alouette,” a 
French café specializing in 
home-made breakfasts and 
lunches.  It seems fitting that 
this new life should begin only 
a couple of weeks before the 
house itself moves into its 
100th year. 

James B. Arthur and his wife, 
Mary, contracted to have the 
home built at 334 E. Mulberry 
St. for them in January 1882.  
Arthur homesteaded near 
Timnath 22 years earlier and 
had wed Mary A. Kelly in Bay 
City, Mich., in the spring of 
1870.  Richard Burke de-
signed and built their spa-
cious new home for $7,000. 

It stood virtually alone , as the 
Fort Collins Courier for March 
1, 1883, put it “... on a slight 
prominence, granting a fine 
sight of the mountain range 

A r t h u r  H o u s e  G e t t i n g  N e w  R o l e  
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A r t h u r  H o u s e  G e t t i n g  N e w  R o l e  
( C o n t i n u e d )  

entryway with its balustered, black walnut stair-
way leading to the upstairs.  To the right, through 
double sliding doors, sat the formal parlor.  Be-
hind it was the dining room.  The lower floor also 
had one “commodious bedroom, from which 
opens a bath room.” 

How did this family become one of the most prom-
inent in Fort Collins?  By hard work and wise in-
vestments!  James B. Arthur was born in County 
Londonderry, Ireland in 1835.  When he was 14, 
his family immigrated to America, settling in Pitts-
burgh.  Arthur worked on steamboats of the Ohio 
and Mississippi Rivers until he moved to Kansas 
City to live with his brother, John, in 1858. 

News of the gold strikes in the “Pikes Peak Coun-
try” drew the brothers west the next year.  They 
prospected, along with hundreds of others, in the 
Gregory Gulch area.  According  to his biographical 
sketch, published in Watrous’ History of Larimer 
County, Arthur soon saw that,  “washing or mining 
for gold was speculation and that there were 
more blanks than prizes in the drawing.”  He 
moved to the plains, set up a temporary home, 
and began “mining” the native hay. 

At that time hay sold for $75 to $150 a ton in the 
mining camps.  He was one of the first to use an 
old cotton press to pack the hay into tight bales 
for easier hauling. 

In 1860, he moved to the Cache la Poudre and 
set  up a cattle ranch.  At one time his herd was 
said to be 5,000 head.  He saw the end of the 
open-range coming in the very early 1880s and 
sold out.  Moving to town, he       engaged  in real 
estate investing and in the important task of 
building irrigation ditches.  One of these is the 
Arthur Ditch, which cuts though the west side of 
town and across the campus. 

Water to irrigate his lawn and others was 
drawn from it by a 3 inch pipe near the 
corner of Canyon and Mulberry Streets.  
The ditch now is covered as it meanders 
through the city. 

Arthur was a member of the board of 
directors of the Poudre Valley Nation 
Bank for many years, and at the time of 
his death on Aug. 11, 1905, he was vice 
president of the firm. 

Gatteau has leased the ground floor to 
Sam and Josette Smyrl for “L’Alouette.”  
That name is the theme of the French 
folk song, “Alouette, Gentille Alouette.” 

As Josette Smyrl said of the restaurant’s 
name, “The problem was to find a new 
name for it; one that would be French, of 
course, but preferably not too hard to 
pronounce and, possibly, already familiar 
to area residents.  It was not an easy 
task, and I was almost ready to give up 
when, one morning, I heard the meadow-
lark sing...and my troubles were over.  
The meadow lark, l’alouette! I thought it 
would be a fitting symbol and a belated 
homage to the French-Canadian trappers 
who were the first white men to explore – 
and name—Cache la Poudre.”  James 
and Mary Arthur would undoubtedly ap-
prove, too.[] 
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By Josette Smyrl, L’Alouette Proprietor 

Traditionally the French celebrate La Fête des Rois (Festival of the Kings, or Epiphany) by eating a 
special dessert. Epiphany is often the pretext for a gathering of friends – or several gatherings, 
since guests return the invitation. Sometimes these get-togethers can take place through all of 
January!  

There are two main cakes prepared for this occasion: a brioche type stuffed and decorated with 
gorgeous candied fruits, and a puff pastry with almond filling. This recipe is for the northern-style 
pastry and almond cake. One tradition that comes with it must always be respected: a fève – origi-
nally a real fava bean – is dropped inside the cake before baking and whoever finds it is crowned 
king of the party and must buy the next cake!  

The recipe:  

1 pound puff pastry dough (If you can't find or make puff pastry dough, it still tastes great when 
made with pie crust.) 

5 oz. ground blanched almonds 

5 oz. (about 1 cup) powdered sugar 

5 oz. softened butter 

2 whole eggs + 1 yolk 

1 tablespoon dark rum (optional) 

1 fava bean (optional) 

Cream filling: mix together almonds and 
sugar. Add creamed butter, two eggs 

and rum; mix well together.  

Divide the puff pastry dough in half: roll out each half into a 12-
inch (about) circle. Lay one pastry round sheet on a (very slightly 
greased) baking pan. Pour the filling in the middle and spread 
without reaching the edge. Drop your "fève" in the filling, if you 
wish.  

Top carefully with the second circle of dough. Press firmly all 
around (with moist fingers) to seal the "cake." Glaze the surface 
with the remaining beaten egg yolk. (For a little more control over 
the color, brush the yolk on roughly halfway through the baking – 
the glaze on our test cake was a little dark.)  

With a knife or a fork draw some light curved lines for decoration. 
Make a few tiny cuts on the top (to let out steam during cooking).  

Cook for about 35 to 40 minutes in preheated 400-degree oven. 
Oven temperatures can vary; keep an eye on the cake!  

Remove when golden. Cool and serve while still warm if possible.[] 

G a l e t t e  d e s  R o i s  

Janet Smyrl’s Galette Des Rois 
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Letter written to Ted Gat-
teau by neighbor, Colonel 
Beach,  1986  James B. and wife 

Mary lived there until James 
passed away in August of 1905 
(August 11, 1905).  Mrs. Arthur 
continued to live in the house 
through the 1919 directory. 
 By 1922 the home 
was being used by a fraternity, 
the Sigma Chi, until 1930.  It 
then stood vacant until pur-
chased by the Minter family in 
1934.  Roy Minter, his wife 
Lydia, and two children, Carol 
and Roy Jr. lived in the house 
until the mid or late 1940s.  
Roy Sr. was a laborer at the 
Cement Plant, and Roy Jr. 
worked as a district manager 
for the Denver Post and after 
as an auto parts salesman for 
the Ghent Motor Company. 
 By 1948, Curtis C. and 
Doug W. Hicks owned the 
place, which they kept until 
1951.  Curtis was manager of 
the Larimer County Farm Bu-

reau, and director of the organi-
zation.  After the Hicks, the 
house again stood empty until 
purchased by the  
Donegans around 1955.  
George W. Donegan operated a 
trucking business, and his wife 
Bernice was a practical nurse.  
By 1957, George and Bernice 
had turned the house into the 
Donegan Rest Home, which it 
continued as until the late 
1970s. 
 In 1979, the home had 
been converted to  
offices, and was occupied by a 
realtor company, an insurance 
company, and the Stewart title 
Company.  By 1981, a doctor’s 
office, a realty company, and a 
family life center had offices in 

the building. 
 In 1983, the 
building was converted 
into a French restau-
rant.  Sam and Josette 
Smyrl operated their 
Aloutte French Café in 
the home for 2 years, 
then in 1985 the prop-
erty had once again 
been remodeled into 
offices.  The most re-
cent city directory, for 
1986, shows the prop-
erty at 334 East Mul-
berry to be occupied by 
a beauty salon and a 
custom sewing and 
alteration business. 

A neighbor recalls... 

A r t h u r  H o u s e  T i m e l i n e  
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HON. JAMES B. ARTHUR. 
 
 
HON. JAMES B. ARTHUR, a pioneer of '60 in Colorado and now the sec-
retary and treasurer of the Consolidated Plaster Company of Denver, is one 
of the most prominent and successful citizens of Fort Collins, of which city 
he has served as mayor and in other public positions of trust. He was born 
in County Londonderry, Ireland, in March, 1835, of Scotch lineage, his 
grandfather, Arthur, having been a native of Scotland and an active mem-
ber of the Presbyterian Church in that country. The father, James Arthur, 
was born in Ireland, where he engaged in farming and stock-raising until 
his death, when past fifty years of age. He was three times married, and by 
his union with Mary Booth, a native of County Tyrone, and whose family 
were, like his own, freeholders, he had five children, three of whom at-

tained years of maturity, namely: James B., of this sketch; John, who joined our subject in Colorado 
and was accidentally killed on the Cache la Poudre April 15, 1878, by a runaway team; and Jane, wife 
of William Jessup who died in what is now Hoboken, Pa. There are two daughters living of another 
marriage, Rozetta, of Allegheny City, Pa., and Grace, who is married and lives in Pittsburg. 
 
In 1849, when fourteen years of age, Mr. Arthur started for America, and, crossing the ocean, joined 
his sister in Pennsylvania. His voyage on the sailer "Cathnes-shire," from Belfast to New York City, 
was an eventful one, not only because it was his first glimpse of the world outside of his own parish 
home, but more especially on account of shipwreck. The vessel was wrecked on Barren Island, thirty 

miles from New York, and remained stranded on a sand-bar until the tide went down. The pas-
sengers were rescued by a tugboat from New York. 
 
     In Pittsburg the boy found employment in the grocery of Matthews & Bros., where he re-

mained for eighteen months. He then secured work as cabin boy on a steamer on the Ohio and Mis-
sissippi Rivers, and later was promoted to be a clerk. His boat plied the waters of the rivers between 
Pittsburg and New Orleans in winters, while the summers were spent on the great lakes. He was final-
ly made baggage master and placed in charge also of express packages on the boats that were run in 
connection with railroads, on the Sandusky, Toledo, Buffalo and Detroit lines. Quitting the lake trade 
in 1858, he came west as far as Nebraska City, making the journey via the steamer "Morning Star" 
from St. Louis to St. Joe, Mo., and on the steamer "Florence" from St. Joe to Nebraska City. He 
joined his brother John in that place and remained there until the Pike's Peak excitement drew so 
many to the mountains of the west. Determining to seek his fortune in Colorado, in the spring of 1860 
he came across the plains with two yoke of oxen and a wagon, on the south side of the Platte, to near 
Fort Kearney, then going on to Denver. He met friends, discouraged and returning east, but he re-
fused to act on their advice and turn back. He had an abundance of provisions for a year and was de-
termined to see the country for himself. 
 
     Landing in Denver June 10, he proceeded from there into the Gilpin and Clear Creek districts, and 
from there went via Bear Canon to Boulder. While in the mining region, observation taught him that 
mining was not always a success. He decided the best thing for him to do would be to cut and make 
hay and haul to the mountains. This he did, locating his claim on the Cache la Poudre, where the land 
was well adapted for his purpose. There were then only two tents in the valley and about six houses. 

http://www.memoriallibrary.com/CO/1898DenverPB/pages/pbrd027
4.htm 

The Denver Public Library  
Mardos Collection 
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The neighboring village of LaPorte was as large as now, but its inhabitants were French and Indi-
ans. The valleys of the Cache la Poudre and Big Thompson were ruled by the Claim Club prior to 
the formation of the regular government. This unique organization had a president, vice-president, 
secretary and justice of the peace, and all matters of controversy were first submitted to the justice 
and from him taken to the president, whose decision was final. 
 
Below we give a copy of the patent for his land which Mr. Arthur still has in his possession. On the 
back is the following endorsement: 
 The hay that he cut Mr. Arthur hauled to Central City and Blackhawk, ninety miles distant, using 
at first two yoke of oxen, but later three and four yoke and several wagons. He had none of the 
modern improvements to assist in his work, and was forced to cut all of his hay with a hand scythe. 
Prices were high, and the expense of living was considerable. Bacon was as high as forty-five cents 
per pound, and other things in proportion. In 1862 and 1863 he made a private ditch from the 
Cache la Poudre and later enlarged the ditch. He also introduced other improvements, thus increas-
ing the value of the farm, which in 1880 he sold. In 1863 he went to Missouri and bought a bunch 
of cattle, which he drove across the plains and embarked in the stock business. Later he drove from 
Oregon and Idaho to Wyoming, where the cattle lived on the range. In 1883 he closed out the open 
range business and settled in Fort Collins, where he had built a residence the previous year and 
planted trees on the place. He still owns large tracts of land, having one ranch three miles east, and 
another eight miles southeast of Fort Collins; one at Arthur's Bridge on the Cache la Poudre, 
twelve miles east of Fort Collins, and a large stock ranch on the Larimer River bottom in Larimer 
County. 
 
     Aside from his stock and farm interests, Mr. Arthur has been identified with many important 
business enterprises. he is a director in the Poudre Valley Bank, which was changed from a private 
to a state bank; also a director in the Empson Packing Company at Longmont. He bought and 
opened the gypsum quarries and beds at Red Buttes, Wyo., also the plaster beds in that place. 
About 1890 the company had mills erected, where they manufactured under the name of the Rocky 
Mountain Plaster, Stucco and Manufacturing Company. In 1893, at the World's Fair in Chicago, 
they had an exhibit of the products of the quarries in the manufacturers' building, Wyoming exhib-

it, and received the highest award for the same, also a diploma and medal for other exhibits. In 
1896 they added machinery, and then began the manufacture of the best grade of cement plaster in 
the world. The capacity of the mills is eighty thousand pounds a day. 
 
     October 11, 1892, the Buckhorn Plaster Company at Loveland, Denver Gypsum Company and 
Colorado Springs Plaster and Cement Company were incorporated under the name of the Consoli-
dated Plaster Company, with Mr. Arthur as vice-president. Later the number of mills was reduced 
by moving the Denver Gypsum Company's mills to the Buckhorn quarries in Larimer County. The 
Colorado Springs business was destroyed by fire, and its interest was purchased by Mr. Arthur. On 
the death of the first president, J. C. Helm succeeded to the office, Mr. Arthur became secretary 

 The Denver Public Library  
Mardos Collection 
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and treasurer, and A. Wild was made vice-president and manager. The capacity of the two 
Buckhorn mills is now one hundred and twenty-five thousand pounds per day and a fine quali-
ty of hard rock cement is the product. Shipments are made to California, Oregon, Idaho, Mon-
tana and Washington. At Red Buttes the company owns two hundred and sixty-six acres on 
section 21, south of the Union Pacific Railroad, and furnishing an inexhaustible supply of gyp-
sum. 
 
     In Bay City, Mich., Mr. Arthur married Miss Mary Kelley, a native of Ireland, whose par-
ents were settlers in Buffalo, N. Y., while her brother was captain on the lakes for many years 
and was a resident of Bay City. For about six years Mr. Arthur resided in Greeley, where his 
wife had a sister living. There he contracted heavily in stock, at times having as many as four 
thousand head on hand. He was appointed by Governor Evans a member of the board of com-
missioners to perfect the organization of Larimer County, establishing voting precincts and 
serving until after the first election. The county was divided into three commissioners' districts, 
one of which elected a commissioner for one year, another for two years and the third for three 
years, so that an entire change would not be necessary at one time. At that time was established 
the precedent, which still holds, that the oldest commissioner, in point of service, shall be 
chairman of the board the last year of his term. After one year he was elected to succeed the 
one-year man, and three years later was re-elected, being the nominee of his party, the Demo-
cratic, endorsed by the Republicans, and elected without a dissenting vote. About the time his 
second term ended, he removed to Weld County. For two terms he was a member of the town 
council, and from 1893 to 1895 served as mayor of Fort Collins. Fraternally he was made a 
Mason in Fort Collins and served as past master of Lodge No. 19, A. F. & A. M., is also identi-
fied with Cache la Poudre Chapter No. 11, R. A. M.; DeMolay Commandery No. 13, K. T., 
which he joined at Greeley, but is now a member in Fort Collins and past eminent commander 
of the commandery; and El Jebel Temple, N. M. S. He is identified with the Episcopal Church, 
in which he holds the office of vestryman.  

http://www.memoriallibrary.com/CO/1898DenverPB/pages/pbrd
0274.htm 

The Denver Public Library  
Mardos Collection 


